MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT  FOR  1965 


3 . Vrylcynn  Street , 
ICi'JIGPITON.  Rar^nnr. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

My  report  for  the  year  1965  is  as  follows 

Home  PoDiilation  - The  estimated  oid-^'ear  population  of  the  Urban  District  of 
Knighton  was  1820,  an  increase  of  10  over  1%4. 


Schedule  of  Premises  at  31,12.1965 


T~^/T3e  Number 


Dwelling  houses  and  flats  (excluding  those  assessed  with  Shops)  603 

Shops  assessed  with  private  dwelling  accomm.odation 32 

Other  shops  (including  Banks  in  shopping  areas)  and  Cafes 33 

Offices  (including  Banks  in  shopping  areas) 10 

Public  Houses  (excluding  Residential  Hotels) 7 

Hotels  and  Boarding  Houses 1 

Caraven  Sites 1 

Warehouses,  Stores  and  Workshops  29 

Garages  (Commercial),  Petrol  Filling  Stations,  Car  Parks  9 

Lock-up  Garages  (separately  assessed)  98 

Markets  1 

Factories,  Mills  and  other  nrem.iaes  of  a similo"^  nature 6 

Gas,  Electricit’'.^,  Water,  Transoort  Undertakings 6 ■ 

Cinemas 1 

Sports  and  Recreation  Grounds,  Golf  Course  4 

Social  Clubs,  Com’ounity  Centres  and  Public  Halls 4 

Public  Libraries  1 

vSchools  2 

Crown  Occupations  9 

Hospitals  1 

Old  People's  Hostels  1 

Town  Halls  and  Municipal  Offices  2 

Sewage  Disposal  Works 1 

Refuse  Disposal  Works  1 

Hereditaments  not  othe-^wise  cxassified  14 

Total  877 


Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births  - Males  18 „ FvO-ales  17,  Total  35,  Rate  21.3  nor  1,C00 
populotio  • as  ad,-justed  bv  comma rabii  it^’  factor  1,11, 

Ille;jitinste  Live  Births  - 2 male,  2 female, 

StniMrths  - 0 


Total  Live  and  Stillbirths  - 35 

Infant  Deaths  - Un%^  1 year  0,  under  >.  weeks  of  age  0,  under  1 week  of  age 

0. 

Infant  MortcJ-ity  Pts.tes  - Infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  0. 
Legitir’Qte  infant  deaths  per  1„00G  legitimate  live  births  0,  Illegitimate 
in-faiit  deaths  per  1,000  illcgi ti-'^ate  live  births  0, 


Neo-natal  Mortalit"'-*^  Rate  - 0 deaihr  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  total  live 
births. 


Earl"^^  Neo-netal  Mortelit-^^  Rate  - 0 r^eaths  unde'^  1 vieek  per  1,000  total 
live  birthfs. 


Perintal  Mortality  Rate  - 0 stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week  combined 
per  1,000  total  live  and  v«:tillbirthE. 

Maternal  Mortality  (inclu^''ing  abortion)  - 0 deaths.  Rate  pe"^  1,000 
total  live  and  stillbirths  0. 

Deaths  (excluding  infant  mortalitv)  - Males  20.  Females  1/.,  Total  34 
( exclud es  outwa'^d  and  includes  inward  +ransfers). 

Death  Ra,te  - 14  oer  1,000  population  as  ad  juste''"'  b’^  comparabnlity  factor 
0,75. 

Causes  of  Death 


Mrlignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 
Other  Malignant  and  L-'^mphatic  Neoplasms 
Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  S^^stem 
Coronar:/'  Disease,  Angina 
Hypertension  with  Heart  Desease 
Other  Heart  Disease 
Other  Circulatory  Disease 
Bronchi tus 

Other  Defined  and  Un-defined  Diseases 
Motor  Ve  hide  Accidents 
A]1  other  Accidents 


Infectious  and  Other  Notifiable  Diseases  - Tuberculosis  (respiratory) 

2 males,  0 females.  Measles  (excluding  Rubella)  2 males,  0 females. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Vlimoping  Cough,  Puerperal  R^rexia,  Dvcentery, 

Scarlet  Fever,  Acute  Poliom^litis,  Diptheria,  Meningococcal  Infection, 

Acute  Pneumonia,  Smallpox,  Acute  Encephalitis,  Enteric  or  T'”phoid  Fever, 
Paratyphoid  Fevers,  Erysipelas,  Food  Poisoning,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum, 

Anthrax,  Chickenpox  and  German  Measles. 

The  Public  Health  (Leprosv)  Regulations,  1966  - No  action  needed. 

Mental  Health  Services  - Administered  bv  the  Radnorshire  County  Council, 

Home  Health  Seryices  and  Old  People's  Vielfare  - Administered  by  the  Radnorshire 
County  Council.  Chiropody  - A fortnightlv  service  is  given  to  persons  over 
sixty  years  old.  There  is  a Knighton  Old  Peoole's  Welfare  Club. 

Water  Supply  - 

(a)  The  water  supply  of  the  area  an^  of  its  several  parts  was  satisfactory 
in  quality  and  quantity,  and  the  imp'''Sition  of  restrictions  to  consumption 
was  not  necessary.  A 2"  water  main  in  Ffrydd  Road  was  repl.aced  by  a 3”  main  in 
preparation  for  further  vrorks  designed  to  serve  additional  dwellings  and  improve 
the  supply  in  this  locality, 

(b)  8 bacteriological  examinations  were  made  of  the  raw  'water  and  4^  of 
the  water  g'^ing  into  supolv.  The  reports  on  the  water  going  into  supply  were 
satisfactory^  except  on  two  instances  of  sampling  at  the  extreme  points  of 
supply,  this  being  corrected  bv  slightly  increasing  tne  chlorine  dosage  and 
effecting  improvements  to  plumbing  equipment,  etc.  at  the  point  of  sampling. 

The  usual  tests  for  residu^^^Pe  made.  Bacteriological  examination  reports 
and  an  absence  of  taste  and  odour  complaints  were  indiod:ivo  of  the  efficiencv 
of  the  chlorination  plant  designed  bv  the  councils’  officer  as  a solution  to 
the  problem  of  obtaining  adequate  contact  period  before  consumption. 
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Both  chlorination  plants  were  suitably  Insulated  to  ensu'f’e  continued  operation 
during  severe  frosts.  No  r-hemical  anal''^ses  were  made.  All  four  main  sources, 
namelv,  Pump  House  Springs,  Jacketts  Soring,  Woodhouse  Spring  and  Cwm  If or 
Spring  cent-' in  less  than  0.1  parts  pe’'  million  of  Fluo-^ine.  1 p.p.m.  of 
Fluorine  is  now  added  to  the  Elen  Valley  water  by  the  Birmingham  Corporation, 
from  1 to  2 million  gallons  per  annum  being  used  bv  Knighton  U.D.C. 

(c)  The  water  has  no  pi umbo-solvent  action. 

(d)  The  protective  works  ca-^ried  out  at  the  Cwm  If  or  source  and  plant 
house  sucessfullv  prevented  anv  contamination  of  th.is  suoply  by  flood  waters 
However,  the  flood  waters  did  "oise  above  the  floor  level  bf  Jacketts'  Pump  House 
after  the  precaution  of  cutting  off  the  pumo  had  been  taken.  After  the  flood 
waters  had  subsided  the  pump  wells  were  emptied  three  times.  The  wells  and 
Jacketts'.  collecting  chamber,  etc.  were  then  chlorinated  and  emptied  again. 
Samples  we"G  then  taken  for  bacteriological  analyses  and,  on  finding  the 
results  satisfactory/,  the  supolv  was  restored.  During  flooding  the  chlorination 
dose  was  stepped  up  as  a safe  guard  against  any  undetected  pollution. 

(e)  Dwelling  houses,  flats  and  caravans  in  the  district  supplied  from  public 
water  main  direct  636  (population  I742) , supplied  from  public  water  mains 
through  standpipe  0,  supplied  privatelv  to  agricultural  dwellings  26  (population 
78). 

Sewerage  - The  arrangements  for  sewerage  an'^  sewage  disposal  in  the  district 
are  reasonably  adequate.  The  scheme  for  enlarging  and  improving  the  sewage 
purification  works  received  the  River  Authority's  provisional  consent  and  the 
Council  accepted  the  Draft  Agreement  with  Clun  R. D.C.  for  the  reception  of 
sewage  from  the  Kinsley  Road  area  into  the  public  sewer. 

The  public  sewer  extension  to  serve  private  housing  development  in  Presteigne 
Road  was  completed. 

Livestock  ?iarket  - A hard  standing  to  accommodate  the  extra  cattle  during 
autumn  sales  was  made. 

Knacker's  Yard  - The  management  was  satisfactory  from  the  public  health  aspect, 
the  special  precautions  for  dealing  with  fly  nuisance  being  continued. 

Refuse  Removal  - Collection  and  incineration  were  carried  out  satisfactorily, 
some  additional  labour  being  provide^  to  deal  with  the  increased  quantity  of 
refuse. 

Sports  and  Recreation  - Br-ypi*  y-Castell  recreation  ground  provides  for  football 
and  cricket  and  there  are  public  tennis  courts,  a public  bowling  green  and  a 
childrens'  recreation  ground. 

Housing  Improvement  Grants  - 6 Discretions ir/  and  4 standard  building  grants 
were  made. 

The  owners  of  4O  dwellings  which  lack  certain  of  the  standard  aneraities  were 
urged  to  apply  for  Grants, 

Shops  - In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  take  action  under  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  and  Food  B3rlaws  in  connection  with  the  cleanliness  of  equipment  and 
persons,  the  handling,  preparati'^n  and  display  of  food.  The  thorough  precautions 
taken  bv  some  shopkeepers  to  ensure  good  hygiene  was  again  pleasing  to  observe. 

The  Offices.  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963  - The  number  of  registered 
premises  at  end  of  year  we^'e  9 offices,  19  retail  shops,.  3 catering  establish- 
-raents  open  to  the  public  and  canteens.  All  registered  premises  received  very 
detailed  inspections.  At  one  premises  a new  central  heating  system  was 
installed:  at  another  improvements  to  washing  facilities  were  carried  out,  and 
at  another  improvements  to  sanitary  conveniences  and  v/ashing  facilities. 

Schools  - The  Council  did  all  within  their  power  to  retain  the  Knighton  County 
Secondary  School  within  their  area,  but  were  notified  that  the  Secretary  of 
■State,  after  careful  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances,  was  of  the 
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opinion  that  the  balance  of  e'^ucational  advantage  lay  with  the  Local  Education 
Authority’s  proposals  which  he  had  now  approved  under  S,  13  (14)  of  the 
Education  Act  1944» 

The  Liquid  Egg  (Pasteu'*"isation)  Regulations.  1963  - These  Regulations  are 
enforceable  by  the  council  to  whom  it  is  open  to  send  sajnples  of  liquid  egg 
to  the  Public  Analysts  o-^  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Services  for  the  alpha- 
-amylese  test.  No  samples  h'^ve  vet  been  sent. 

Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations.  1959  - No  action  necessar7/. 

Meat  Inspection  - No  slaughterhouses;  meat  inspection  at  butchers'  shops 
carried  out.  Refrigerators  properly  maintained  and  used.  The  Minister 
considered  an  application  under  S.  4,  Slaughterhouses  Act  195S  for  a new 
Slaughterhouse  and  on  his  direction  the  C'^uncil  refused  the  application. 

Rodent  Control  - Service  unchanged.  No  statutory  notices  were  required. 

Measures  appear  to  be  effective. 

Transport  - The  Council  supported  representations  made  against  the  withd’^aw'l 
of  freight  facilities  from  Knighton  Station  which  seio/ed  an  established  trading 
centre  for  a fairly  v;ide  area.  The  Council  also  pressed  for  the  provision  of 
shelter  and  lighting  of  the  station  area  to  avoid  discomfort  and  accident  hazzard 
to  waiting  passengers. 

Industrial  Development  - The  Go^’-ernTf'ent  financed  Trousers  Factom/  in  Knighton 
was  emplovingl2  0 in  December  196.5. 

Car  Parks  - The  Council  completed  a scheme  for  signposting. 

Road  Safety  - The  introduction  of  a one-wav  street  restriction  in  Norton  Street 
was  a step  to  reducing  the  danger  at  the  road  junction  opposite  the  Primary 
School,  and  like  restrictions  in  Church  Street  and  Uvlcwm  Street  gave  added 
road  safety.  A keep-left  bollard  was  erected  at  one  road  junction  which  is  to 
be  improved  following  consultation  vrith  the  Council.  Concern  was  exoressed  by 
the  Council  about  the  altered  siting  of  the  30  m.p.h.  restriction  signs  in 
Ludlow  Road,  and  a scheme  for  removing  the  signs  outwards  in  order  that 
protection  v/ould  be  given  over  certain  areas  which  would  otherwise  prove 
dangerous,  particularly  to  children,  was  submitted  to  the  County  Council.  The 
Council  made  representati-^ns  to  the  County  Council  to  so  modify  the  traffic 
restrictions  recently  applied  as  to  provide  limited  waiting  (20  minutes)  at 
certain  points.  The  Council,  having  received  reports  of  near  accidents  at  the 
Fairington  Lane  - Ludlow  Road  junction,  urged  the  County  Council  to  carry  out 
a ’visibility’  immrovement  there  as  a matter  of  urgency. 

The  Council’s  road  safety  committee  made  certain  recommendations  for 
improving  road  safety,  including  suggestions  for  improving  parking  facilities 
in  the  centre  of  the  town  and  for  removing  congestion  in  a part  of  Station  Road. 

Street  Lighting  - A scheme  for  lighting  Farrington  Lane  was  approved.  All 
lighting  points  in  the  Cwm  Area  had  the  lighting  intensity  increased.  Permanent 
provision  Xvras  made  for  lighting  Presteigne  Road  vrith  the  mercury  vapour  lamps 
which  had  proved  satisfactonr  in  test.  An  additional  sodiuii  vapour  lamp  was 
fixed  in  Penvbont  Road.  There  were  other  minor  improvements  to  street  lighting. 

Dangerous  Structures  - Dangerous  electricity  poles  in  Church  Street  were 
replaced  b;/  underground  cables.  Three  dangerous  buildings  were  demolished  and 
two  other  dangerous  structures  rebuilt. 

Hew  Dwellings  - Twelve  private  dwellings  and  eleven  council  houses  (one  with 
shop)  were  erected.  The  Council  approved  plans  for  20  flatlets  for  the  elderly 
and  a block  of  6 council  houses,  and  a housing  site  of  3 acres  was  ourchased. 
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Hogpital  - The  hospital  is  adniinistered  by  the  Brecon  and  Radnor  Hospital 
Management  Committee  of  the  Welsh  Hospital  Board,  Further  efforts,  including 
a public  conference,  were  made  to  preserve  these  hospital  sem^ices  in  Knighton. 
The  maternity''  and  labour  v;ar''''s  were  again  disinfected  on  request. 

Common  Lodging  Houses  - None. 

Litter  - The  litter  bins  place'^  in  various  parts  of  the  town  were  well  used, 
and  the  town  streets  were  kept  clean  and  tidy. 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act  - Two  persons  were  registered. 

Nuisances  --  Du’^ping  of  rubbish  occured  on  two  sites.  Action  by  the  Council 
resulted  in  the  sites  befng  cleared. 

Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act.  1928  - Liaison  with  the  Fire  Prevention  Officer 
resulted  in  improvements  to  12  premises  selling  petroleum,  spirit. 

Public  Conveniences  - An  extension  was  made  to  one  public  convenience. 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations.  1960  - The  food  premises  subject  to  these 
Regulations  com.prise  9 canteens  and  snack  bars,  1 club,  1 hospital,  4 butchers’ 
shops,  21  other  shops,  2 hotels  and  7 licensed  promises.  All  these  45  premises 
com.ply  with  Regulation  16  which  requires  wash-hand  basins  to  be  provided. 
Regulation  19,  which  requires  fa.cilities  for  washing  food  and  equipment,  apply 
to  all  these  45  premises  which  are  fitted  to  comply  with  the  Regulations. 

Demolition  and  Closing  Orders  - One  time  and  place  notice  was  served. 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act.  1961 

PART  1 OF  THE  ACT 


1,  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 
_ (2)  . 

Number  of  j 

Inspections 

, Written 
notices 

(4) 

Occuoiers 

Pros^^Gjuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3, 4, 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authorities 

2 

10 

- 

- 

(ii)Factories  not 
included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority, 

17 

39 

- 

- 

(iii) Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  b3/  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
outworker  premises) 

. 

Total 

19 

1 

— 

- 
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2.  Ceses  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 

(If  defects  ere  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate 
occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  "cases") 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

NuT^ber  of  cases 
in  which  Prosec- 
-utions  were 
instituted 

(6). 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

To 

Inspector 

(4) 

^ By  H.M. 
Inspector 

_.(il 

Afant  of  Cleanliness  (^.1. 

) 2 

2 

- 

CvercT-owding  (S,2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inreasomble 
temperature  (S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4) 

2 

2 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conven’s  (S.7) 
(a)  insufficient 

(b)  unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

3 

2 

Part  Vlll  of  the  Act  - Outwork  - Sections  133  and  134  - NIL 


Yours  obediently, 

(Signed)  B.C.  DAVIES,  DM.  B.Ch.,  D.R.C.O.G., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


23  rd  May,  1966 
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